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THE ‘MIGHTY 10th’ DISTRICT 

LEGION NEWSLETTER 

Greetings Mighty Tenth, 

There is a lot to discuss 

this month, so let’s start 

with the one that is on 

every Post’s minds, which 

is the dues increase from 

National.   

As of now, there seems to 

be some certainty that 

dues will be increased 

starting January, 2016 in the amount of 5 

dollars.  This is after the National Conven-

tion approves it.  So, what can you do 

about it?   The first thing is to educate 

yourself on the necessity of the increase.  

It has been almost 10 years, since nation-

al raised dues.  Since that time inflation 

has increased costs by 13%, and the rate 

of return on the Legions investments has 

sharply declined.  Coupled with the de-

cline in membership over the last ten 

years, it has left our National Leadership 

with no other choice, but to raise dues.  

What are we really talking about, is the 

cost of a couple of beers, which is afforda-

ble for anyone. 

Lately I have been hearing a lot of scuttle-

butt, about how we are going to lose 

members because of the dues increase, 

with some saying that we will lose up to 

20% of their members.  All I can say to 

this is that it does not have to be that way, 

if we educate our members to the value of 

our membership.  So what are the bene-

fits?  First and foremost that we have a 

Legion which fights for us each day, to 

prevent Congress from decreasing our VA 

benefits, or decreasing the benefits to our 

Military.  Already Congress has decided 

not to fund the infrastructure needed to 

maintain a high level of service to our Vet-

erans.  It seems there are those in Con-

gress who are out to destroy the VA sys-

tem.  Also there is talk about privatizing 

the Commissary System, raising the cost 

of food to our Military Families.  We also 

need to look at the discounts you get.  I 

purchased a freezer last year from 

Sears, and for what I saved it paid for 

my membership for the next three 

years.  Add that to all the free stuff your 

Post provides, a Legion Membership is 

one of the best values around.  

So what can we as a Post do, about the 

dues increase? You can start contacting 

your membership right away, to renew 

their dues before the start of the year, to 

avoid paying the additional dues before 

the first of the year, Even if you decide 

to eat the dues increase, you can mini-

mize the impact this has on your Post.  

The sooner you start, the better off you 

are.   

Next I wish to announce that we will be 

having a District revitalization for the 

K.I.M and Wright County sub-districts on 

October 6th, 7th, and 8th, from 10AM – 

4PM, at the St Michael Post.  If you 

would like to volunteer, contact Bonnie 

Hanson, our Membership Director, or 

myself.   

Finally I would like you to do something 

for me.  If you would like me to attend 

one of your Post functions, I would ap-

preciate if you would contact me sooner, 

than later, so I can add it to my calen-

dar.  Thank you in advance for doing 

this for me.  It is much appreciated.  

Until next time, remember that you as a 

member, and your Posts, are the ones 

who make the difference.  You are the 

American Legion. 

Yours in Service 

Bill Johnson, Commander 

P.S.  There will be a Legion Family 
Post level training held at the Clearwa-
ter Post On October 3, 2015.  I urge you 
and as many officers form your post to 
attend.  I hope to see you there. 

Bill Johnson  

Commander 
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Greetings, American Legion  

Family & 10th District SAL, 

     I’m so happy that I am your 10
th
 Dis-

trict Commander. I am hoping that we 

can have some fun  this  year.  Let’s not 

forget what we are here for, the Veter-

ans who fought for our freedom! 

Let’s keep doing the fundraisers and 

keep our memberships up! Let’s get 100 

more from last year’s My Projects. Our 

1
st
 is, Helping PAWS, that train service dogs for our Vets,  

and 2
nd

 is the Veteran’s Lake, this is located in Ramsey, 

MN.  

I did some work there on 8-4-2015, it was nice to see 

smiles on the vet’s faces. This place is on 40 acres with a 

22 acre lake with fish in it. It is a 501cs. This place is only 

for Vets and their families.  

For more info you can give me a call. 

Respectfully, 

Larry S. Daml 

10
th
 District SAL Commander 

Greetings from the  
Legion Riders 

 

The first news article of the New 
Year and here I am starting the 
new year as your 10

th
 ALR Direc-

tor. What a great honor it is. Thank 
you for electing me your Director. 

As we start the tenth year of the 
10

th
 District ALR, looking back at 

how far we’ve come from the start with Rudy 
(Rudeness) Van Hemert as our 1

st
 Director to where 

we are today is just amazing. I look forward to work-
ing with our ALR Chapters and the 10

th
 District 

American Legion Family in making a difference in 
our Veterans & their Families Lives. My Moto is 
“Have Fun! Make Money! And give it Away!” 

It’s not what I do, but what we do that makes a differ-
ence in our Mighty 10

th
 District. 

For know, Lets have some Fun. Oh yeah! If you 
need to get a hold of me for any questions or con-
cerns. 952-237-8592 or sullivans59@gmail.com 

Riding with a Smile 

10
th
 District ALR Director, 

Steve “Sully” Sullivan 

Larry Daml 

SAL Commander 

 

Steve Sullivan 

ALR Director 

 

 

First off I want to thank Commander Bill Johnson for choosing me as your Membership Chairper-

son as you all know this would be my second year in this position.  So I again am looking for the 

help in getting the memberships in as I am striving to reach that 100% goal that we have missed in 

the years behind us.  

We can do it with the help of all you Legionnaires we are a team.      

We will be having a Revitalization for Posts in KIM and Wright Counties on October 6, 7 & 8 and St Michael Post 567 

has graciously said we can gather at their Post.  I am looking forward to seeing how many new members or even old 

members we can get to join us in this quest.   

My Goal as I go around to our Post in the 10
th
 District is first about Memberships but also to see if they know what the 

4 Pillars are in the American Legion.  Hopefully after they read this they will be up to this question when I get there 

lol. Hope to see you all at the upcoming Rally’s and hope we can be informative and have fun.  If you have any ideas 

please feel free to contact me with some idea. 

My Motto is going to be:  “RENEW, RECRUIT & REJOIN” 

God Bless 

Bonnie Hanson 

10th District Membership Chairperson  

   

Bonnie Hanson 

     Membership 

     Director 
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Upcoming Events 2015 - 2015 

      Event   Location   Date 

Legionville Rally Legionville September 12, 2015    2 PM 

Department Harvest Rally Legionville September 12, 2015    4 PM 

Department Legion Family Training Clearwater Post October 3, 10 AM 

10th District Revitalization St Michael Post  Oct 6, 7, 8   10AM - 4PM 

8th/10th District Rally Anoka October 18, 2015     2PM 

Department Fall Conference Redwood Falls October 23 - 25  See Legionaire 

Auxiliary Veterans Day Rally Mound November 14, 11 AM 

Department Presidents Testimonial Glenville  November 21 , 2015 

Department Pearl Harbor Rally Faribault  December 5, 2015   3PM 

Christmas Rally Osseo December 12, 2015   2PM 

Mid-Winter Conference Anoka January 16, 2016   9AM 

Snowmobile Rally TBD January 30, 2016   

Tenth District American Legion 

10-12th Avenue South 
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